Review:

SofiBox —

CP/M For PET/CBM

A considerable amount of software requires the disk operating system
known as CP/M. Originally developed in 1973, it has since become an
essential part of many word processor, accounting, data base manager
and other commercial software products. CP/M means “Control
Program/Monitor” and was intended for use with the 8080 and Z80
mi(mpm( essors. “SoftBox,” manufactured by Small Systems En-
gineering, however, allows you to use CP/M- based software packages
on the PET/CBM computers.

Attached between your PET and disk drive, this “interface-
computer” contains 64K RAM, a Z80 chip, IEEE and RS-232 interfaces
with software-definable baud rates, and a Corvus hard disk interface.
The unit will work with any PET/CBM using Upgrade or 4.0 BASIC
and 8K RAM. An optional cassette program can be used with Original
PETs. Any combination of from one to eight Commodore floppy disk
drives (2040, 3040, 4040, or 8050) may be attached, lcsultmg in up to
a potential eight megabytes mass memory available at one time. Memory
can be further increased by attaching Corvus hard disk drives. A total
of 80 megabytes is possible.

Simple To Set Up

Adding CP/M to your PET takes only a few minutes. You plug a stan-
dard PET-to-IEEE cable between the SoftBox and your disk drive.
(Another of these cables goes from the drive to the PET.) When you
power-up the three units, everything is normal and, in fact, you can
work with the computer and the disk drive as if SoftBox were not
connected.

For CP/M, you place the suppllcd disk (CP/M Version 2.2) into
Drive zero, LOAD, and RUN it. That’s it. PET is now under the control
of CP/M. The disk contains a variety of CP/M utilities, special Corvus
files, and a SoftBox memory test diagnostic program.

If you've not worked with CP/M, the SoftBox User’s manual is an
excellent introduction. It takes you through the major CP/M
commands, step-by-step, and clearly demon-

strates their uses and terminology. Special
commands allow you to control the PET
screen (upper/lowercase, graphics/text), the
TIS function, and, when you want to return
to normal PET BASIC, simply type “cold”
and you're back in the Commodore.
And for the more advanced user, several
appendices provide technical information,
a map of SoftBox’s memory, suggestions
on modifying CP/M itself, and 1/O details.

Richard Mansfield
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SoftBox, $895

Small Systems Engineering
222 B View Street

Mountain View, CA 94041 @

THE DATA HANDLER
for VIC

A word processor and catalog
program for the VIC-20 plus 8K

*over 15 edit functions

*sorting

*data formatting

*expandable

*screen scrolling—78 character lines

*full documentation

*works with cassette and

standard VIC printer

*disk version available

*easy to adapt for RS-232 printers
Price $29.95

C.0.D., check, or money order
(Specily disk or cassette)

MW Software
P.O. Box 126
Urbana, IL 61801
(217) 356-7511

Dealer inquiries welcome
VIC is a trademark of Commodore

VIC-20 SOFTWARE

Over 100 programs on tape
and cartridge for the VIC
computer—both educa-
tional and fun!!

Write or call for your free
catalog.

Sunrise Electronics
7057 Lompoc Court
Citrus Heights, California
95610
(916) 969-8319
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Plays a great game by the rules and
won't let you cheat. Our best seller.
5K version $12.95
Advanced 8K version $19.95
BLACKJACK TUTOR
Learn when to HIT, STAY, SPLIT PAIRS
and DOUBLE. You can beat Vegas for
just $12.95
GRAPHICS GENERATOR
Create, edit, reverse, save special char-
acters. Unique DEMO feature included.
$9.95
MAZE-MAN
Arcade game with fast munching
action. Key or joystick. $9.95
All programs fit into 5K VIC-20. Send
for free catalog.
Send check or money order to:
(Add s0cC for postage)

RAR-TECH

Box 761, Rochester, Ml 48063
VIC-Trademark of Commodore
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