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Three New
Enhancements For
Commodore
Computers

Three new products that upgrade
Commodore computers have
been introduced from England
by Small Systems Engineering,
Inc. of Mountain View, California.

Called the SoftBox, HardBox,
and Petspeed compiler, these
enhancements bring the benefits
of the widely used CP/M oper-
ating system, Winchester hard
disk mass storage, multi-user
capability, and high-speed BASIC
compiling to all PET and CBM
microcomputers.

* The SoftBox permits Com-
modore users to run the hun-
dreds of CP/M compatible appli-
cations packages, as well as inter-
face with up to four Corvus
Winchester hard disk drives.
RS232 interfacing capability is
also included.

* The HardBox, teamed one
to a computer, will allow up to 64
users to access simultaneously the
same Corvus hard disk storage —
up to 80 Mbytes using the Corvus
Constellation multiplexer.

* The Petspeed compiler
allows Commodore BASIC pro-
grams to run up to 30 times their
normal interpretive speed. The
software includes optimization
procedures that permit faster
execution than other compilers.

The SoftBox, containing a
Z80-based 64K RAM board,
modifies the CP/M operating
system for the Commodore disk
drive, using the PET or CBM
computer itself as a terminal.
CP/M version 2.2 software is

included, and runs at 4MHz
with no wait states, for rapid
execution.

A proprietary SoftBox sys-
tem utility called NEWSYS gives
users much latitude in recon-
figuring the operating system for
their own requirements. Menu-
driven options include disk drive,
I/0, and RS232 assignment, as
well as allowing the computer to
emulate a Lear Siegler ADM3A,
Televideo 912, or Hazeltine 1500
terminal.

Small System’s HardBox
device enhances the PET disk
operating system (PET DOS
versions 1 or 2), allowing one to
four Corvus drives to emulate

the Commodore floppy disk unit
for up to 64 users.

Seven HardBox utilities are
also included: user reconfigura-
tion, password security, file trans-
fer between hard disk and flop-
pies, diagnostics, and use of a
video cassette as a backup device.

The Petspeed compiler uses
a four-pass algorithm that gives
priority to frequently used vari-
ables, removes unnecessary code,
and utilizes integer arithmetic
wherever possible. In addition to
its fast execution, the compiler is
available with unrestricted use.
Software writers may sell their
compiled programs without
incurring additional royalties.
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Computer Weaving
From Laurel
Software

A computer weaving program,
called Video Loom II, has been
released by Laurel Software.
With Video Loom II and an
Apple I1+ personal computer, a
weaver can simulte a handloom
design and see a high resolution
color picture of the resultant
textile in seconds.

The program is easy to use.
No computer experience is re-
quired. The computer, viaa TV
screen, asks the weaver for infor-
mation about how the “loom” is to
be set up, what colors are to be
used, yarn sizes, treadling order,

The SoftBox and HardBox
systems are respectively priced at
$895 and $695. The Petspeed
compiler lists for $350.

Small Systems Engineering, Inc.
71 Park Lane
Brisbane, CA 94005
(415) 468-2900

etc. The weaver responds by
typing answers on an ordinary
typewriter keyboard.

Once the loom is “warped”
and the weaving sequence estab-
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BASIC CARTRIDGE THE PROGRAMMER

3 ASSEMBLER EDIT THE COMMUNICATOR 299
4006 SUPER BREAKOUT WORD PROCESSOR 110
4007 MUSIC COMPOSER PILOT (EDUC)
4008 SPACE INVADERS 4106 PROGRAMMING 2
4009 COMPUTER CHESS 4117 PROGRAMMING 3
4011 STAR RAIDERS 8126 MICROSOFT BASIC
4012 MISSILE COMMAND 8121
4013 ASTEROIDS 813
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UNLIMITED

SHIPPING EXTRA $2 MINIMUM
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228 N.PROSPECTORS RD.
DIAMOND BAR, CA.
91765

ATARI OWNERS!
20% OFF ALL SOFTWARE

Adventure International * Avalon Hill *
Crystalware * Automated Simulations *
Arcade Plus * Gebelli Software * On Line
Systems * Horizon Simulations * IDSI *
Artworx * C.E. Software

Order from us and get:
Free Newsletter — Evaluations, Reviews!
No Club To Join — No Membership Fees!
Free Catalog!
Free Charge Card Use!
Free Phone Orders (we deduct the cost of the call)
COMPARE:
Retail Your Cost

Crush, Crumble, and Stomp R9.95 23.98
Jawbreaker 29.95 R3.95
Mouseattack 34.95 27.95
To Order Call:
(412) 235-2970
Or Write:
MIDEASTERN SOFTWARE

Box 247 New Florence, PA 15944

Send money order, certified check, personal check (allow
two weeks to clear), C.0.D.

Add $2.00 shipping per order
PA residents add 6% sales tax

Prices subject to change without notice




